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FERDINAND VANDEVEER HAYDEN, M.D., Ph.D., LL.D,, was bom 
at Westfield, Massachusetts, in 1829. Our Society, of which 
he was elected an Associate in 1877 , has, like other scientific 
Societies, received from him so many splendid donations of 
works connected with the Geological' Surveys of the United 
States, that we cannot but record our deep regret at his death. 
He graduated M.D. in 1853 , but his life was devoted to geology. 
In the spring of the year of his graduation he was sent by Pro
fessor James Hall of Albany to visit the Bad Lands of White 
Biver and to make collections of the Cretaceous and Tertiary 
fossils of that region. This was the beginning of his explora
tions of the western portions of North America, which con
tinued with little interruption for more than thirty years. Dr 
Hayden acted as chief medical officer of the army in the 
Shenandoah Valley during part of the civil war, and was 
brevetted Lieut.-Colonel for meritorious services. In 1 8 6 5 he 
was elected Professor of Geology and Mineralogy in the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. From 1 8 6 7 to 1 8 7 9 the history of 
Dr Hayden is the history of the United States Geological 
Survey of the Territories of which he was geologist in charge ; 
and, as remarked in the American journal Science (to which I 
am indebted for most of the details of this notice), to the success 
of this great Geological Survey Dr Hayden " devoted all his 
energies during the twelve years of its existence. In this time 
more than fifty volumes, together with numerous maps, were 
issued und^r his supervision. One of the results of his surveys, 
and the one in which he probably took the greatest interest, was 
the setting aside by Congress of the Yellowstone National Park," 
which Congress (to use the original words) " dedicated and set 
apart as a public park or pleasuring ground for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the people." This marvellous region occupying 
the immense area of 3 5 7 5 square miles (all 6 0 0 0 feet above the 
sea), contains the most interesting collection, perhaps, to be 
seen anywhere of canons, waterfalls, and geysers, the last being 
some fifty in number, and throwing columns of water from 5 0 to 
2 0 0 feet in height. To Dr Hayden's explorations and to his 
advocacy the people, not merely of the United States but of 
the world, are indebted for this wonderful area being permanently 
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preserved as a public park. In 1879 Dr Hayden was, on the 
disbanding of the Survey of the Territories, appointed geologist in 
the newly organised United States Geological Survey, which he 
resigned, from failing health, in 1886. He died at Philadelphia 
on 22nd December 1887, leaving behind him a name which will 
ever be honoured as that of one of the most successful pioneers 
of geology in the vast North American continent. 
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